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Although Clement had succeeded in his scheme as regards
Florence, he did not find his own position improved. The
Emperor still held him bound in fetters, fetters which were
stronger than ever since Francis had been shut out from
interfering in the affairs of Italy. And while thus cut off
from gaming assistance from Francis, Clement felt that he
was now being forced by Charles to break with Henry also;
when he would become more than ever the Emperor's bond-
slave.

Clement therefore now executed his great and final coup.
During the latter end of 1532 he managed secretly to arrange
a compact with Francis which would bind the latter to him
by an actual matrimonial alliance. This was nothing less
than that the heiress of the Medici family, Catherine,28 now
fourteen, should be married to Francis's second son,, Henry,
Duke of Orleans, now about sixteen. The bait by which
Clement won over Francis to this proposal was not only the
enormous dower which Catherine would bring with her, but
also an agreement on Clement's part to assist the French
King to retake Milan. Having secretly settled this with
Francis, Clement proceeded in December 1532 to the meet-
ing with Charles at Bologna; and there, in the course of
their discussions, Clement mentioned to the Emperor the
idea of such a marriage, pretending to ask his advice about
it, and carefully concealing the fact that he had had any
communications, on that or any other subject, with Francis*
Charles, knowing that Francis was again planning to get hold
of Milan, and being particularly anxious to prevent a friend-
ship between him and Clement which might assist that en-
deavour, and never believing for a moment that Francis
would agree to such a mesalliance, advised Clement to make
the proposal, thinking that it would bring upon him a rebuff
from Francis, which would produce ill-feeling between them.
Whereupon to Charles's astonishment and disgust, the thing
was promptly carried out. The Emperor having departed to
Spain, Clement pushed on all the arrangements as fast as